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1. INTRODUCTION

Indonesia, as the country with the largest Muslim majority population in the world, is
grappling with the interaction between tradition and modernity, especially regarding the
implementation of Islamic law or Sharia (Mokodenseho et al., 2024). Islamic law plays an important
role in the development process of the Indonesian nation, which has an impact on the political,
economic and social fields (Fasial, 2023). This country, whose majority population is Muslim, links
Islamic principles to its judicial system, which aims to achieve the goals of maqasid sharia, which
include law enforcement and justice (Faisal, 2023). Even though Indonesia is a secular country, Islam
significantly influences various aspects of people's lives, so efforts are needed to balance Islamic
ideals with human rights and religious conservatism with secularism (Sa’adah et al., 2023). The
unique diversity of traditions, culture and religion in Indonesia, with the majority of the population
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embracing Islam, underlines the importance of the quality of Islamic leadership in advancing the
nation towards prosperity (Fazrin et al., 2023).

In the dynamic landscape of implementing Sharia principles, various factors influence the
interpretation and application of Islamic law, reflecting diverse socio-political dynamics and regional
differences. These studies highlight the importance of understanding people's perceptions and
understanding of Sharia principles in modern life. Various research papers emphasize the
importance of factors such as regulatory oversight (Fitriyanti et al., 2023), compliance with Sharia
principles in Sharia financial institutions (Ida Busneti et al., 2023), implementation of Sharia
principles in Sharia banking (Nur, 2022), and the impact of Sharia principles on consumption
activities in the Sharia economy (Harahap & Ali, 2022). These studies collectively underscore the
need for a deeper understanding of how Sharia principles are understood and applied in different
contexts, highlighting the complexity and variation in modern interpretations of Islamic law
(Mokodompit et al., 2023).

The application of Islamic law in Indonesia is still a debated topic among scholars and the
general public. Various challenges hinder its integration, such as differences in interpretation,
conflicts with national legal systems, political influences, and the need to continuously incorporate
Islamic values into development programs (Hannani, 2023). Indonesia's historical background
shows a complex relationship with Islamic law, starting from its integration with customary law to
its formalization in national law (Suryani et al.,, 2023). Issues such as polygamy highlight the
dichotomy between Islamic norms and law, emphasizing the need for harmonization to benefit all
members of the family and society (Dutta, 2023; Welchman et al., 2023). Although there have been
attempts to codify Islamic law in the past, significant obstacles remain, requiring further scientific
research and consideration of ethical and social implications for it to be successfully incorporated
into contemporary legal frameworks (Ma'u, 2023).

However, little attention has been paid to qualitatively understanding how Indonesian
society views and interacts with Sharia principles in everyday life. This research aims to bridge this
gap by exploring individual perspectives, beliefs and experiences regarding the application of
Islamic law in the contemporary Indonesian context.

This research aims to conduct qualitative analysis to explore people's understanding of the
application of Islamic law in Indonesia. The primary focus is on exploring individual perspectives
and beliefs regarding Islamic law, as well as understanding its influence on modern life, including
personal behavior, family dynamics, and social norms. Apart from that, this research also examines
the challenges and opportunities that arise in connection with the implementation of Islamic law in
the diverse context of Indonesian society.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Islamic Law in Indonesia
Indonesia's rich diversity is visible in its cultural, linguistic and religious landscape,
with the largest Muslim population in the world. Despite being a secular state, Islam has a
central position, impacting politics, law and social norms (Faisal, 2023). The application of
Sharia, especially in matters of personal status such as marriage and inheritance, is essential,
with Sharia courts resolving disputes for Muslims (Alimashariyanto et al., 2022; Sarib, Koko
Komaruddin, et al., 2023). However, the application of Sharia varies, reflecting diverse
interpretations and historical influences in different regions and communities (Rohidin et
al., 2023). The relationship between Islam and the justice system in Indonesia is very
important, which aims to achieve the goals of justice and law enforcement in line with
magqasid Sharia (Fasial, 2023). The peaceful spread and development of Islam in Indonesia
through various channels shows the unique history of Indonesian Islam (Zuhri, 2022).
Religious moderation, da'wah strategies, and efforts to achieve harmony between various
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religions are very important for a tolerant and harmonious national life in Indonesia (Mujib
& Sholikhin, 2022).
Public Understanding of Islamic Law

Public perception of Islamic law in Indonesia is influenced by various factors,
including religiosity, education, and exposure to various interpretations of Islam (Suparjo &
Hidayah, 2023). The implementation of Sharia in Indonesia faces challenges due to
globalization and urbanization, thus sparking debate about its relevance in modern society
(Selly, 2023). The role of Islamic law in nation building is very significant, having an impact
on political, economic and social aspects throughout Indonesia (Yusifa & Permatasari, 2023).
Sharia governance in Indonesian banking is very important, with the existence of laws that
regulate its implementation (Fatmawati et al., 2022; Husaeni & Jayengsari, 2020; Zulfikar et
al., 2020). The existence of Sharia Regional Regulations in Indonesia has sparked debate
regarding potential human rights violations and social implications. These studies
collectively highlight the complex interactions between religion, culture, and socio-political
dynamics that shape attitudes towards Sharia in Indonesia (Sarib, Syarifuddin, et al., 2023;
Sidayang et al., 2023).
Contemporary Debates and Challenges

The implementation of Islamic law in Indonesia has sparked debate due to
differences in views regarding religious authority, legal pluralism and human rights. Critics
highlight concerns about the compatibility of Sharia with democratic principles and human
rights, especially regarding hudud punishments and gender-based laws (Febrianty et al.,
2023; Hannani, 2023). In contrast, proponents advocate expanding the role of Sharia,
emphasizing moral guidance and the promotion of justice in society (Rohidin et al., 2023).
Tensions between tradition and modernity, as well as religious orthodoxy versus pluralism,
shape the ongoing discourse on Islamic law in Indonesia (Fasial, 2023). This underlines the
need for a nuanced and context-sensitive approach in its application, considering the variety
of perspectives and complexity surrounding the application of Islamic law in the Indonesian
legal system (Wahyuni, 2023).

RESEARCH METHODS
Research Design

This qualitative research uses a phenomenological approach to explore people's
understanding of the application of Islamic law in Indonesia. Phenomenology seeks to
understand an individual's lived experiences and perceptions within a particular context,
allowing for an in-depth exploration of their subjective reality. In this study, semi-structured
interviews were used to obtain rich and detailed narratives from participants, providing
insight into their beliefs, attitudes and experiences regarding Islamic law.
Selection of Participants

A purposive sampling strategy was used to select participants who could provide
diverse perspectives on the research topic. Participant selection criteria included age, gender,
educational background, geographic location, and level of religiosity. A minimum of 10
informants will be recruited to ensure a comprehensive exploration of the public's
understanding of Islamic law in Indonesia. Participants will be approached through
community organizations, religious institutions, and personal networks, with efforts made
to involve individuals from urban and rural areas, as well as different socio-economic
backgrounds.
Data collection

Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with each participant to explore their
views, beliefs and experiences regarding Islamic law and its implementation in modern
Indonesia. An interview guide will be developed based on the research objectives and
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relevant literature, covering topics such as perceptions of Sharia, experiences with its
implementation, attitudes towards modernity and tradition, and challenges faced in
reconciling religious principles with contemporary life. Interviews will be audio recorded
with participant consent and transcribed verbatim for analysis.
Data Analysis

Qualitative methods of thematic analysis will be applied to identify, analyze, and
report patterns or themes in interview transcript data. This process will use NVivo software
to make it easier to organize and code text data. The research team will follow a series of
steps, starting with an introduction to the data through repeated reading of interview
transcripts to gain a comprehensive understanding. Then, initial coding will occur to capture
key concepts, ideas, and themes, followed by theme development that organizes codes into
broader themes and sub-themes. Data interpretation will be carried out by interpreting these
themes in the context of the research objectives, as well as drawing connections with
literature related to Islamic law in Indonesia. The final step is reporting the findings through
writing that includes illustrative quotes and examples to support each theme, ensuring that
the analysis accurately reflects the perspectives and experiences of the participants.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results
a. Participant Demographics
Ten participants were included in this study, representing diverse
demographics in terms of age, gender, educational background, and geographiclocation
across Indonesia. The participants in this study were aged between 25 and 60 years, with
an equal distribution of male and female respondents. Educational backgrounds varied,
with participants having degrees ranging from high school diplomas to postgraduate
degrees. Geographically, participants were located in urban and rural areas in various
provinces in Indonesia, to ensure a broad representation of perspectives.
b. Themes and Findings
Thematic analysis of the interview data revealed several main themes related to
public understanding of the application of Islamic law in Indonesia:
1. Theme 1: Perceptions of Sharia

Participants expressed varying perceptions of Sharia, ranging from viewing
it as a source of moral guidance and social cohesion to viewing it as restrictive or
outdated. Some participants emphasized the importance of Sharia principles in
guiding personal behavior and fostering a sense of community, while others
questioned their relevance in contemporary society.

Participant A stated, "Sharia provides clear guidelines for ethical living and
fosters a sense of unity among Muslims. It is an important part of our cultural
identity and heritage."

In contrast, Participant B said, "While I respect Sharia as a religious
tradition, I believe that its implementation must be flexible and adapted to modern
realities. We need to balance religious values with individual freedoms and human
rights."

2. Theme 2: Experience in Implementation

The participants shared their experiences with the application of Islamic law
in various fields, including family law, criminal justice, and public morality. While
some participants reported positive experiences with Sharia courts, others
highlighted challenges such as delays in legal processes and inconsistencies in court
decisions.
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Participant C shared, "I sought help in the Sharia court for a family dispute,
and I found the process to be fair and efficient. The judge considered religious
principles and local customs in making decisions."

However, Participant D expressed disappointment, stating, "I have
witnessed cases where Sharia law was applied arbitrarily, leading to injustice and
discrimination, especially against marginalized groups. There needs to be greater
accountability and transparency in the legal system."

3. Theme 3: Attitudes towards Modernity and Tradition

The participants expressed varying attitudes towards modernity and
tradition in relation to Islamic law. Some participants emphasized the importance
of upholding traditional values and preserving cultural heritage, while others
advocated adapting religious practices to contemporary realities.

Participant E said, "We need to strike a balance between preserving our
religious and cultural traditions and embracing modernity. Islamic law must evolve
to respond to contemporary challenges while adhering to its basic principles."

Participant F chimed in by saying, "We must reject the influence of Western
values and uphold our Islamic identity. Modernity must not come at the expense of
our religious beliefs and cultural heritage."

4.2 Discussion
The findings from this research provide valuable insight into the public's
understanding of the application of Islamic law in Indonesia. The diversity of perspectives
and experiences highlighted in the thematic analysis underscores the complexity of
reconciling religious norms, cultural traditions, and modern realities in Indonesian society.
a. The Role of Sharia in Society
The diversity of perceptions regarding Sharia reflects the diversity of religious
interpretations and cultural norms in Indonesian society. Some participants viewed
Sharia as a fundamental aspect of their community's identity and cohesion, while others
questioned its applicability in a diverse and rapidly changing environment. This
diversity of perspectives underscores the importance of fostering dialogue and mutual
understanding among various segments of society.
b. Challenges and Opportunities
The participants' experiences with the application of Islamic law highlight the
strengths and weaknesses of the legal system in Indonesia. While some participants
reported positive experiences with Sharia courts, others identified challenges such as
procedural delays and unequal treatment before the law. Addressing these challenges
requires comprehensive legal reform, including measures to increase judicial
accountability, increase access to legal services, and promote gender equality in the legal
system.
c¢. Balancing Tradition and Modernity
The tension between tradition and modernity is a recurring theme in discussions
surrounding Islamic law in Indonesia. While some participants advocated for the
preservation of traditional values and cultural heritage, others emphasized the need to
adapt religious practices to contemporary realities. Finding a balance between tradition
and modernity requires engaging in constructive dialogue and seeking common ground
among various stakeholders. This also requires the promotion of tolerance, respect for
human rights, and pluralism in Indonesian society.
4.3 Limitations
It is important to acknowledge the limitations of this study, including the relatively
small sample size and subjective nature of qualitative research. Although efforts have been
made to ensure diversity among participants, the findings may not be fully representative
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of the broader population. Additionally, participants' responses may have been influenced
by social desirability bias or their own personal experiences, which could impact the
generalizability of the findings.
4.4 Recommendations for Future Research

Future research could expand on the findings of this research by exploring other
factors that influence people's understanding of Islamic law in Indonesia, such as media
representation, religious education, and cultural influences. Longitudinal research can also
track changes in public attitudes towards Sharia over time, providing insight into the
dynamic nature of religious discourse in Indonesian society.

5. CONCLUSION

This qualitative analysis provides valuable insight into the public's understanding of the
application of Islamic law in Indonesia in the context of modern life. Through thematic analysis of
the interview data, several key themes emerged, reflecting the diverse perspectives and experiences
of the participants. These findings highlight the complex interactions between tradition and
modernity, religious orthodoxy and pluralism, which shape public discourse around Islamic law in
Indonesia. While some participants emphasized the importance of Sharia as a source of moral
guidance and societal cohesion, others questioned its relevance in contemporary society and called
for greater flexibility and adaptation to modern realities.

Going forward, it is critical for policymakers, scholars, and civil society actors to engage in
dialogue with diverse communities to address misunderstandings, promote religious tolerance, and
encourage a more inclusive understanding of Islamic law in Indonesia. Legal reform should aim to
increase judicial accountability, improve access to legal services, and promote gender equality in the
legal system. In addition, efforts to promote tolerance, respect for human rights, and pluralism in
Indonesian society are essential to fostering a more cohesive and inclusive society.

By continuing to explore the multifaceted relationships between Islamic law and
contemporary Indonesian society, future research can contribute to a deeper understanding of the
complexities and nuances inherent in addressing religious norms, cultural traditions, and modern
realities.
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